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ANIMALS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS & ARRF’S MEDICAL FUND  

Animal shelters are always full of animals needing adopters. When most people visit shelters, they are looking for pets 
who are robust and will likely live long and happy lives. 
 
Fosters for rescue groups sometimes have a different perspective and want to help animals less than healthy live out the 
time they have left in comfort, being cared for, and receiving as much love as much as a healthy animal would. 
 
When a new ARRF foster found a dog with medical issues earlier this year, she asked permission to pull him and get him 
the care he needed to relieve his suffering. The poor boy had been found in the 
woods near Ramona, matted and with flea dermatitis so bad that most of the 
hair on his back end was gone. In addition, he was blind, deaf, and had a heart 
murmur. His age was estimated at 13 years old and he looked like a Poodle mix 
of some sort. Badly in need of a dental, ARRF agreed that the foster could take 
the little guy home and get him the treatment he needed. His foster named him 
Cooper, and in the next few weeks he was groomed, his teeth were cleaned, he 
received medication for his allergies, and he had an ultrasound on his heart. 
 
Cooper’s diagnosis wasn’t great — it was likely he wouldn’t live a long life, but 
his suffering was at an end, he was feeling much better and looking as cute as 
could be after being groomed and nourished back to a more healthy state.  
 
It took about two months to find Cooper a forever home — his foster took him 
to any open adoption events around San Diego County and posted his infor-
mation on Facebook and Instagram, too. A wonderful couple in Sacramento 
contacted her and wanted to adopt Cooper, even knowing he might not live 
very long. They had two other Poodles, so Cooper fit right into their little fami-

ly. The family was willing to give this little 
guy a happy ending.  
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Editor’s Note: This issue is a combination of the spring and summer issues this year only. Our wonderful 

president, Bernice Friedman, suffered a fall this spring, breaking a hip and ending up in the hospital and 

then in a rehab facility for a few weeks. Fortunately, doctors were able to mend her hip and she did not 

require a replacement.  As of this writing, she is back to work saving as many animals as possible. Just goes 

to show you can’t keep a good woman down. Bernice, we are all so thankful your hip has mended! 

Cooper’s back with the flea dermatitis (left) and 

after treatment (right) 

Cooper during treatments to nurse him back 

to health 

Cooper’s ride to his new home 



 
 
 

 
ARRF is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization working to assist the rescue community, educate the public, and support 

low-cost spay/neuter efforts. We do all we can to help end the suffering of lost and/or abandoned pets.   

TO DONATE TO ARRF VIA PAYPAL, CLICK ON THIS LINK: 
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-

xclick&hosted_button_id=DYYVW3PY5V4BE&source=url  

We also accept checks! Mail to:  

ARRF, 7040 Avenida Encinas, Suite 104, Carlsbad, CA 92011 

GOOD NEWS CORNER! 
ARRF Adoptions to date: 

DOGS: 598 

CATS: 27 

(AND COUNTING!) 

ARRF’S CURRENT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

ARRF MISSION STATEMENT 

STILL SEARCHING FOR THOSE ELUSIVE FOSTERS! 
ARRF needs more fosters! If you want to give fostering a try, contact Bernice — you just might find 

rewards that you didn’t realize this job offered! Check out this information from AdoptaPet on  
becoming a foster: https://tinyurl.com/y26fnen6 

 
When you are ready to help, email or call BERNICE FRIEDMAN, ARRF’s President:  

Email: resqpets17@gmail.com; PH: 619.504.9950 
The animals are waiting for you! 
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In spite of his physical condition, Cooper’s foster 
and ARRF were willing to help him regain a meas-
ure of good health and live a life that all dogs 
should enjoy.  
 
ARRF’s Medical Fund was created to be available 
for animals needing veterinary attention before 
being adopted into a forever home and that is its 
main purpose. Every now and then, though, a dog 
like Cooper grabs our attention and we know that 
we can ease suffering and give the animal love and 
care during the twilight of his or her life. We are 
dedicated to helping as many animals as possible 
find good homes where they will be loved and 
cared for as long as they live. There are animals 
with special needs just waiting for help in shelters. 
ARRF’s Mission Statement says in part:  “We do all 

we can to help end the suffering of lost and/or abandoned pets.” Cooper is one of the 
lucky ones.  

ANIMALS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

Home at last! 

https://tinyurl.com/y26fnen6
https://tinyurl.com/y26fnen6
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LETTERS & PICTURES FROM HAPPY ADOPTERS 

Hi, Jan - 

Thank you for taking care of our sweet Eddie until we adopted him. 

His full name is Eddie Scottsworth Russell. He relaxed and laid on 

Bob’s lap the whole way home. Eddie met his cat sister with no dra-

ma from either of them. His new favorite thing to do is run up & 

down the stairs. It wore him out & he 

took a little nap on the couch between 

Bob & me. We love him & he is adora-

ble & so charming. He is exactly what 

we needed to rid our home of the sad-

ness from losing our former dog. 

Sincerely, 

Allison & Bob 

 

 

Loving the newest member of our family! 

[Cinnamon] - Deb Muhka 

Hi, Pam & Bernice - 

Lady, now renamed Cali 

Girl, is doing so well. She is the sweetest 

girl & gives the best hugs! She has be-

come best buds with her Shepherd/Lab 

brother, Jax, & definitely keeps him on 

his toes! She loves going to the play-

ground with her 

human brother Aydin. She is the perfect 

addition to our family. And, she’s a big mommy’s girl.  

Best,  

Kristen 

Izu—formerly Tigger 

WEBSITES OF INTEREST FOR YOU & YOUR PET 
 
ARE YOU A NEW DOG OWNER? CHECK THIS OUT: 
https://www.petfinder.com/pet-adoption/dog-adoption/pet-
adoption-checklist/  
 
DO YOU SLEEP WITH YOUR PET? GOOD ADVICE FROM  
MATTRESS ADVISOR.COM: 
https://www.mattressadvisor.com/sleeping-with-your-dog/ 
 
FOR CAT OWNERS: 
https://pethelpful.com/cats/cat-care-101  
 
 

Winner with her big sister, Roxy 

https://www.petfinder.com/pet-adoption/dog-adoption/pet-adoption-checklist/
https://www.petfinder.com/pet-adoption/dog-adoption/pet-adoption-checklist/
https://www.mattressadvisor.com/sleeping-with-your-dog/
https://pethelpful.com/cats/cat-care-101


UPCOMING ARRF ADOPTION EVENTS  

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S KENNEL 

Hello, Friends, 
 
This newsletter is a combination Spring-Summer issue because I had a 
fall this spring that left me with a broken hip, time in the hospital, and 
then weeks in a rehab facility. I am pleased that I did NOT require a 
new hip and send thanks to the good surgeons who put me back to-
gether with nuts and bolts!  
 
The summer has been very hot and humid. Once again, please let all 
your friends and neighbors know it's deadly to leave a dog or a cat in 
the car even if you think it's in the shade and the window is down. Most 
of you already know this, but there always seems to be someone who 
forgets or who thinks they will only be gone a few minutes. Sometimes 
just a few minutes is all it takes to lose our beloved fur babies to heat-
stroke. Best to leave them at home until it’s cooler.  
 
Some of our board members have been working to update our website 
and improve the way people can download applications. It’s been a bit 
of a struggle, and we applaud Dana Mikel and Jan Miller who have 
been working tirelessly to find a new webmaster that will provide ARRF 
with a great website. We’re hoping to have a new and improved website 
up and running soon! 
 
We also want to welcome our new Board members and thank those 
who have resigned for their service. We wish them a great future in their endeavors to help animals. You can see the list of 
current members on page 2 of this newsletter. 
 
WE all know it takes a village to get things done, and your village really implores you to get more active. ARRF NEEDS: 
FOSTERS, EVENT HANDLERS, AND GRANT WRITERS. ARRF is going into its 12th year, and while we have literally saved 
hundreds of dogs and cats, there are always more hoping for wonderful homes. And it takes a lot of work to make that happen. 
If you have been thinking of volunteering to help make your part of the world a better place, contact me and let me know what 
you would like to do. If you know of someone with special talents, let me know their names, too.  
 
Enjoy the last fleeting days of summer and we hope to have a gorgeous new website to share with you soon. Remember to 
send us pictures of your adopted pets – ARRF volunteers do what they do to make the world a better place for the lost and 
abandoned animals, and seeing these great pictures and wonderful stories about adopted pets is the reward we all enjoy! 
 
Take care everyone, and remember to put on your thinking caps about the ways you can help make ARRF better and help it 
grow! 

Bernice 

ENCINITAS PETSMART— 1034 N El Camino Real 
         Encinitas, CA 92024  

 
All Saturdays — 
 
Sept. 28th (4th Sat.) 
Oct. 26th (4th Sat.) 
Nov. 23rd (3rd Sat.) 
Dec. 21st (3rd Sat.) 

KAHOOTS — 11965-A Bernardo Plaza Dr. 
                   San Diego, CA 92128  

 
All 2nd Sundays EXCEPT Dec. 1st — 
 
Sept. 8th  
Oct. 13th 
Nov. 10th 
Dec. 1st 


